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Subjects numbering code
History, International Relations, Global, Modern East Asia

This course covers the cultural history of Japan and its East Asian neighbours from the mid-1850s to the mid-1960s.
The course was designed for students without any background in Japanese history. We will begin with an examination of
the construction the nation-state of the Japan in the context of an imperialized East Asia. Through a selection of
translations, secondary sources, and field trips, we will discuss how people were enrolled in the making of Japan and
how their participation in the construction of this empire differed depending on their gender, class, and ethnicity.
Students will be evaluated based on participation, short writing assignments, a mid-term, and final examination. English
is the language of instruction and evaluation.

Understand key moments in history of modern Japanese history in an international context through a close critical
reading and classroom discussion; strengthen your reading and analysis of complex texts; acquire a perspective on the
history of international relations embedded, entangled with the politics of its Northeast Asian neighbours.

OFMMAH OFANLFEEERE ORHNLFZERE ONFEH O/n—"ILEBERH

This course is open to students who can communicate in the target language of instruction, which is predominantly
English.
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e = 2E (FEBLVER Preparation AN
{851 E/ Class outline ZENAZE (T .Eé)/' p ( ){
& review Approx. time
(min)
Course Introductions None 60
Course Orientations Lectures 60
Early Modern Inter-state Relations in North East Asia Lecture 60
Readings:
Kazui Tashiro and Susan Downing Videen,
"Foreign Relations During the Edo Period:
Sakoku Reexamined," Journal of Japanese
Reading Discussion Studies 8, no. 2 (1982). 90
Ronald P. Toby, “Carnival of the Aliens:
Korean Embassies in Edo-Period Art and
Popular Culture,” Monumenta Nipponica 41
(Winter 1986): 41.
Age of Gunboat Diplomacy Lecture 60
Readings:
Wakabayashi, Bob Tadashi, “Opium,
Expulsion, Sovereignty. China’s Lessons for
Bakumatsu Japan,” Monumenta Nipponica
Reading discussion 47, n0.1(1992): 1-25 90
Selections from Lu, David John, Japan: A
Documentary History: The Late Tokugawa
Period to the Present (Armonk: M.E.
Sharpe, 1996).
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Intercultural Relations in Treaty Ports

Reading discussion

The Making of Japan’s Korea

Reading Discussion

Interwar Complications

Reading discussion

The Beginning of Japan’s Tight Embrace with Asia

Reading discussion

Midterm (prep.)

Review your readings for the midterm examination.

| will provide a study guide for the exam two weeks in
advance of the test. Please look at the section on required
work and form of assessment for more information on form
of the examination.

Lecture

Reading:

Selections from Haruko Cook and Theodore F. Cook, ed.
Japan at War: An Oral History. New York: New Press, 1992.

Lecture
Reading:

Selections from Dower, John W. Embracing Defeat: Japan in
the Wake of World War Il. New York: W.W. Norton & Co.,
1999.

Lecture
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Lecture

Selections from Masao Miyoshi. As We Saw
Them: The First Japanese Embassy to the
United States (1860). Berkeley: University
of California Press, 1979. 1-141

Lecture

Readings:

Devine, Richard. "Japanese Rule in Korea
after the March First Uprising: Governor
General Hasegawa's Recommendations."
Monumenta Nipponica 52, no. 4 (Winter
1997): 523-40.

Lecture

Readings:

Paul E. Dunscomb, “‘A Great Disobedience

against the People’: Popular Press Criticism
of Japan’s Siberian Intervention, 1918-22,”

Journal of Japanese Studies 32, no.

1 (2006): 53-81.

Sadao Asada, “From Washington to London:
The Imperial Japanese Navy and the
Politics of Naval Limitation, 1921-1930,” in
The Washington Conference, 1921-22:
Naval Rivarly, East Asian Stability and the
Road to Pearl Harbor ( London: Routledge,
1994), 147-91.

Lecture

Selections from Lu, Sidney Xu. The Making
of Japanese Settler Colonialism:
Malthusianism and Trans-Pacific Migration,
1868-1961. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2019.

The instructor will give instructions for the
exam in class.

Midterm

The Fifteen Years War

Reading Discussion

The Fifteen Year War Ends Democratization

and Demilitarization in the Early Occupation

Reading Discussion

Japan under the Nuclear Umbrella

Reading discussion

60

90

60

90

60

90

60

90

90

120

60

90

60

90

60

90
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Japan’s Korea Problem 60

Takenaka, Akiko. Yasukuni Shrine: History, Memory, and
Japan’s Unending Postwar. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i
Press, 2015., 163-189.

#824[a] /Class outline

Lecture

session 24

Readings:

Reading discussion 90

Haruki Wada, “The North Korean Peace Process and the
Abduction Problem: A Japanese Role?1 | The Asia-Pacific

#525[@ /Class outline
session 25

Journal: Japan Focus,” trans. McCormack, Gavan, The Asia-
Pacific Journal/Japan Focus 17, no. 5 (August 1, 2019), Conclusions 60
https:// apjjf.org/2019/15/Wada.html.

Selections from Gavan McCormack, Target North Korea:
Pushing North Korea to the Brink of Nuclear Catastrophe

(New York: Nation Books, 2004).
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REA~DIRY A/

&,/ % (1~100)

%

%

Discussion and review of material we have
covered since the midterm

ST 5% Evaluation method

SHEL 4SS Evaluation criteria

- The midterm exam will be held in the eighth week of the class. It will consist of
short identifications.

- The examination is meant to measure what learned in class. Therefore, | am
measuring you competency in what we have covered in class, not on how much you
have been able to draw from Wikipedia articles.

Weekly Reaction Papers (30%):

- You must turn in 5 out a possible 10 1-page reaction “papers”.Your papers should
engage directly with the readings and course themes of the week. Your reactions need
not be profound. They can be a series of questions about the readings. But they
should help you prime your mind for in-class discussion and help motivate you to keep
up with the readings that you will be examined.

- Please turn in your typed paper in Word format by email by the night before our
second class of our unit. | will give you a letter mark for each reaction, so make sure
you proofread your work.

- Active participation is expected and evaluated. Before you come to class be ready to
discuss what you have read. Bring up what you get and what you don’t get. You can
demonstrate you have done your homework by beginning points of discussion,
summarizing the main points of discussion, bringing up parts of the readings that are
unclear, and asking your fellow participants questions. (I take note of -- and give first-

o 10 % class grades to -- students that ask their fellow students questions because it is rare.)

Effort/Participation L - .
- Your participation is evaluated qualitatively. | realize that some people are more
comfortable than others with speaking in class, and | will take note of active listening
as well as speaking. | hope that those comfortable with talking in class will work on
their listening skills, while those more comfortable listening will be prepared to talk as
well.
Final Exam:

40 9

Zoth1/Other1 v - The in-class exam will be written in the final week of class. Students must be
present for the final exam.

A EICBE T B EE Your weekly attendance is expected — and required by the university. Attending class means that you will be on time,

Remarks for Evaluation awake, and attentive. Students who are asleep, passing around notes, or chatting with their classmates will be asked to

method leave the class.

moEs (HEROLR— pZ) | Students will receive narrative feedback on all of their work.

I3 274—FKnRyvo )/
Feedback method

S - Your writing will take my breath away. It will be a thoughtful, articulate conversation with what we have read and
discussed in class. The writing will be a well-organized piece of prose that does not show any prejudice or
ethnocentrism. It will have few passive constructions, typos, or noun contractions. The writing might not be perfect, but |
will wonder if | could have written anything better when | was an undergraduate student. (I probably could not have
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written something so polished, organized.)

A - The writing in this range may have decent ideas but will probably be roughened by basic flaws or the absence of
concrete information like proper nouns, dates, and numbers. It will rely on adjectives and adjectives that attempt to cover
the gristle of the writing. If you want to push the description, use more proper nouns; otherwise, you risk writing an
interpretation that is pedestrian. If the video essay or the writing in your exams spends time simply recounting content.
But it is not going to get you an A grade. You need to push the analysis further. It may receive a B grade or lower. (B
grades are fine, by the way.)

B - Writing of a B grade will not be of the required length and present superficial arguments. It might fail to engage the
readings. It might forgo chronology. It will be poorly written with numerous spelling and grammatical mistakes. That
generally shows a lack of effort. (It might look like you wrote your essay 15 minutes before class.) If the problems

mentioned here are severe enough, | will fail the essay. (As | am a pretty soft touch, the writing has to be really bad for
me to fail it.)

None

Readings: All of the readings are located in our Google Classroom page. | will provide the link to all registered students.
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