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Japanese politics, Japan, political parties, political history, policymaking, politicians, comparative politics, civil society,
Constitution, political leadership,

Divided into four (4) major themes, this class provides an overview of contemporary Japanese politics. Although designed
to provide an overview, the course is also designed to stimulate students' critical thinking on issues of both historical and
current Japanese politics.

Learning goals for this course are to :

- develop a base knowledge of the Japanese political system and the relationship between state and society;

- analyse controversial issues facing contemporary Japanese politics;

- critically evaluate scholarship and respond to critical and theoretical problems facing Japanese politics;

- apply ideas learned from the Japanese case to an international and globalised context.

To achieve the aforementioned goals, course content, learning activities and assignments are designed so that students
can:

- synthesize and apply outside perspectives with their own thinking;

- develop critical evaluations through comparison and critical thinking;

- construct objective and reason-based arguments;

- engage in debate with peers, and learn to be open-minded about others' views;

- convey meaningful responses to critical questions in objective, formal academic writing;

- develop self-reflective skills to which they can apply to any context;

- continue a life-long learning process and promote curiosity.
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This course provides students with a fundamental overview of Japanese politics, including but not limited to:

- the historical context of the modern political system,

- institutions that shape the political environment (e.g. the Diet, the party system, the bureaucracy, elections),
- the actors that participate in the political realm (e.g. politicians, parties, citizens)

- and the political issues that Japan faces (e.g. administration, economy, security and defence, corruption etc).

This course will ask critical questions of the topics covered, such as:

- what historical legacies exist, and what changes have occurred in the Japanese polity and society since the postwar
era?

- who holds power in policymaking in Japan, and how is power disseminated through political, or non-political,
institutions?

- how can we explain the Liberal Democratic Party's dominance for most of the postwar, and how have the opposition
parties fared?

- what characterises the Japanese party system?

- how are citizens' interests represented, or how do they participate in politics?
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Class 1: Introduction to Japanese Politics Materials provided in class 30
The Japanese State and State Institutions (I): The Textbook, Chapter 2: The making of a
180
Development of the Modern Japanese State modern state
The Japanese State and State Institutions (I1): The Postwar | Textbook, Chapter 3 - The postwar 180
Settlement settlement
The Japanese State and State Institutions (Il): Institutions | Textbook, Chapter 4 - The postwar political 180
of the Japanese State system
The Japanese Political System (I): The Party System Textbook, Chapter 5 - Political Parties 180
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The Japanese Political System (I1): Elections

Japanese Political Economy (

Growth

Political Economy (I1): The bubble burst and Japan's lost

decade

S

Policymaking in Japan

Special Class - Final Assignment Discussion (One on One

Consultation)

Civil Society in Japan

What about Japanese leadership?

Japan in International Politics

30

20

10

Answers for in-class tests will be given in-class or distributed through Musashi 3S. Written and verbal feedback will be
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Textbook, Chapter 6 - Elections and
electioneering

): The Era of High Speed Textbook, Chapter 7 - The Economic

Miracle

Textbook chapter 9 - Policymaking

Textbook, chapter 1- State-society relations

Textbook, Chapter 11 - Prime ministerial

leadership

Textbook, chapter 12 - National security and

foreign policy
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SHEE#£%E Evaluation criteria
Weekly in-class multiple choice tests based on the class reading

Research Paper (due end of semester, date TBA)

Annotated Bibliography - based on chosen readings for research paper (due mid-

semester, date TBA)

Research Paper Plan - to include research question and outline (due early semester,

date TBA)

provided for writing assignments and essays.

Japanese Government and Politics, Alisa Gaunder, Routledge, 2023 ed.
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Textbook Chapter 8 - Economic slowdown
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