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2026 年度 国際教養学部 グローバルスタディーズ専攻 
学校推薦型選抜指定校制推薦入学 
 

試験日：2025 年 11 月 23 日（日） 
試験時間：9 時 20 分～10 時 50 分（90 分） 

 
Instructions 
Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 

Reading Passage 

著作権の都合により掲載できません 

Amid a clutter of 24-hour arc lights, gigantic cranes and dumper trucks, a massive structure is 
rising out of a field of churned mud on the outskirts of Chengdu in south-west China. Commuters 
circle its vast perimeter fence on their way to the new metro link that cuts under the city. They 
barely glance at what looks like just another huge construction project in a cityscape that changes 
every month. This project, though, is different. When finished later this year, it will be the world's 
largest standalone building. The New Century Global Centre is a commercial complex that will 
house two 1,000-room five-star hotels, an ice rink, a luxury IMAX cinema, vast shopping malls 
and a 20,000-capacity indoor swimming pool with 400 metres of "coastline" and a fake beach the 
size of 10 football pitches complete with its own seaside village.  

The scale of the centre is a sign not just of the ambition of Chengdu, capital of Sichuan province, 
but ( 3 ) vision of the future. Last week Chinese authorities announced that for the first time more 
than half of the country's population were living in cities, 690.79 million, an increase of 21 million, 
compared to 656.56 million rural dwellers. The new urban-rural balance was a benchmark 
attained by the UK in the late 19th century and the US in the first decades of the last century – in 
1800, only 3% of the world's people lived in cities. But the scale and speed of urbanisation across 
the developing world today are unprecedented – throwing up a string of megacities, from Jakarta 
to Istanbul, São Paulo to Cairo. Poor rural families flooding into the world's urban population 
centres bring challenges that have never before been seen – nor met. 

Crucially, though experts estimate that the number of megacities of more than 10 million 
inhabitants will double over the next 10 to 20 years, it is these less well-known cities, particularly 
in south and east Asia, that will see the biggest growth. Predicting what the new era will bring is a 
challenge to economists, senior businessmen, security experts and strategists across the world. 
Optimists see a new network of powerful, stable and prosperous city states, each bigger than many 
small countries, where the benefits of urban living, the relative ease of delivering basic services 
compared to rural zones and new civic identities combine to raise living standards for billions. 
Pessimists see the opposite: an undesirable future where huge numbers of people fight over scarce 
resources in sprawling, divided, disorderly "non-communities" ravaged by disease and violence. 
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In one recent book, The Spirit of Cities, two political theorists argued that ( 5 ) the distinctive spirit 
of the city states of ancient Greece should be rediscovered. Daniel A Bell, of Tsinghua University 
in Beijing, and Avner de-Shalit, of Hebrew University, Jerusalem, argue that "civicism", or 
attachment to a city and the assertion of its local identity, brings numerous benefits, ranging from 
reducing excesses of nationalism to potentially sparking economic renaissance.  

[Adapted from an article in The Guardian on January 22, 2012] 

 

Questions 

1. According to the passage, what makes the Chengdu construction project “different”? 

A. It is the first large building project in Chengdu. 

B. It is being built entirely underground. 

C. It will house China’s first indoor beach. 

D. It will be the world’s largest standalone building. 
2. Which best describes the reaction of commuters passing the Chengdu construction site? 

A. They stop frequently to observe the progress. 

B. They are shocked by the unusual design. 

C. They barely notice it, assuming it is routine. 

D. They criticize the cost and scale. 
3. Which of the following is the best choice to fill in blank (3)? 

A. an impossible 

B. a blurred 

C. a potential 

D. a weak 
4. Which statement best summarizes the challenge described in the third paragraph? 

A. Predicting the exact population growth rate of each megacity is impossible. 

B. Determining whether megacities will lead to prosperity or instability is difficult. 

C. Preventing megacities from merging into super-regions is a concern. 

D. Ensuring megacities maintain ancient cultural traditions is a key policy goal. 
5. Which of the following is closest in meaning to the underlined word “distinctive”? 

A. ordinary 

B. perfect 
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C. peculiar 

D. complicated 
6. The authors Bell and de-Shalit argue that “civicism” may: 

A. Encourage excessive nationalist sentiments. 

B. Replace urban identity with a global identity. 

C. Stimulate economic revival and reduce nationalist extremism. 

D. Weaken individuals’ attachment to their cities. 
7. According to the passage why do optimists view the future of megacities positively? 

A. They believe city pride will eliminate economic inequality. 

B. They think rural culture will replace urban culture. 

C. They view megacities as potential stable, prosperous “city-states.” 

D. They feel megacities will reduce global migration. 

8. According to Edward Glazer, cities are humankind’s greatest __________. 

9. The process of population shifting from rural to urban areas is referred to as _________. 

10. The speaker teaches in Beijing and Shanghai, and says each expresses a different set of 
_________ and political values. 

11. The speaker notes that slogans such as “I love New York” tap into real _________ that people 
feel for their cities. 

12. The spirit of a community as expressed in attitudes and aspirations is called the _________ of 
that community. 

13. According to the lecture, what is one psychological drawback of urban living? 

A. Cities make it impossible for people to build friendships. 

B. Cities eliminate cultural diversity by promoting a single consumer culture. 

C. Cities are less environmentally sustainable than rural areas. 

D. Cities cause people to forget their national identity. 

 
14. The speaker argues that the uniform appearance of many Chinese cities: 

A. Accurately reflects the identical values of their residents. 

B. Prevents residents from developing community pride. 

C. Hides underlying differences in values and social life across cities. 
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D. Results solely from American-style modernization. 
15.  The speaker in the short lecture argues that… 

A. Civicism is only possible in small towns. 

B. Belonging to a community is part of human nature; therefore people can develop 
affection for their city. 

C. Civicism is necessary to prevent cities from going to war. 

D. Urban life is defined only by capitalism and globalization. 
16. What event is used as evidence of New York’s deep sense of community? 

A. The 2008 financial crisis 

B. 9/11 

C. The city’s founding 

D. Hosting the Olympics 
17. According to the lecture, why is civicism often defined “against another city”? 

A. Cities naturally compete for economic resources. 

B. Contrasting values between cities help strengthen each city’s identity. 

C. Cities frequently go to war with each other. 

D. City governments intentionally create rivalry campaigns. 

 

 
Instructions 
Answer the following essay question based on the reading and short lecture. 
 

18. Essay Question 

Based on the content of the reading passage and the short lecture, do you have an optimistic or 
pessimistic outlook on the development of megacities? Write a short essay in English explaining 
your ideas (300~400 words). 

 


