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While tourism can certainly be a key factor for a successful economy, it can also be a 
downfall. Beginning just after World War II, when airplane flights finally connected the islands, 
people started visiting in high capacities. In fact, during the 1950s, there was a 22% annual 
increase in the number of tourists visiting the islands. However, the sheer amount of tourism in 
Hawaii has surpassed a sustainable level and is causing more harm than good to the islands. 
Unfortunately, the native population has only been decreasing since the first English 
missionaries* arrived in 1820, and tourists currently outnumber residents by 6 to 1, and native 
Hawaiians by 30:1. The tourism industry is taking over the islands, having widespread impacts. 

Firstly, the tourism industry greatly affects the native residents of Hawaii. With nature 
being such an integral part of their culture and traditions, it is more difficult for them to practice 
them when their land is being torn up to build hotels, pools, and shopping malls. These buildings 
are being put up over acres of “taro land,” where crops have fed native Hawaiians for thousands 
of years. Growing and harvesting food is a significant part of the native culture, as is working 
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closely with the land to live sustainably. The land is being torn up in order to accommodate the 
millions of annual tourists, and in turn, traditional burial sites and heiau (temples) are being 
destroyed. With less space to keep their culture alive, native Hawaiians are being forced to 
suppress aspects of their traditional lifestyles. As Darowski (2006) states in his article on the 
negative impacts of tourism in Hawaii, “(5) almost every major resort development has been on 
some culturally significant site.” One example of this is the Keoneloa development site in Kauai. 
Here, 22 acres of traditional burial grounds were relocated to just one acre of property.  Rather 
than being respected, this site was then used as a feature to draw tourists into the resort. This is 
one of countless instances where Hawaiian culture has been exploited in order to sell vacations 
with no consideration of the native population. 

The tourism industry does not only affect individuals native to Hawaii, but the wildlife too, 
serving as a clear example of ecodynamics, where the environment cannot be detached** from 
human behaviour and activities. The state’s luscious landscape makes it home to many of the 
most diverse ecosystems on the planet; however, 60% of plant and animal species in Hawaii 
are endangered. This is largely to do with deforestation and habitat*** loss due to the 
construction of infrastructure for tourists. Increased pollution, especially in popular areas like 
beaches and hiking trails, causes further harm to animals as well as local residents. [...] 
Interacting with marine species in their natural habitats is also a popular tourist attraction and 
one that can be harmful to ecosystems. This can include dolphin viewings and swims, snorkel 
and dive tours, whale watching, charter fishing, and other marine activities. [...] These marine 
excursions**** place stress on the animals, who have tour boats and crowds disrupting***** their 
natural habitats. [...] As a result of these tourist-related activities, more plants and animal 
species are endangered or extinct in Hawaii than anywhere else in the United States. 

*missionary…..  

**detach…..  

***habitat…..

****excursion….  

*****disrupt…..  
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 According to the essay, which of the following best explains why native Hawaiians are 

struggling to maintain their traditional culture? 
 

1. The government prohibits traditional practices on public land. 
2. Native Hawaiians are moving away from the islands at a rapid pace. 
3. Tourism development has damaged culturally significant lands. 
4. Foreign tourists are dismissing Hawaiian customs. 

 
 

 According to the essay, why is the example of the burial ground being turned into a 

tourist attraction considered problematic? 
 

1. It increased traffic in the area, causing inconvenience to local residents. 
2. It ignored the cultural and spiritual significance of the site to native Hawaiians. 
3. It was done without proper government approval or funding. 
4. It involved relocating hotels that were already built on sacred land. 

 
 

Which of the following best summarizes the central argument of the essay? 

1. Tourism in Hawaii has provided long-term economic benefits for both native Hawaiians 
and the environment. 

2. While tourism supports Hawaii’s economy, its excessive growth has led to serious 
cultural and environmental harm. 

3. Native Hawaiians have fully embraced tourism as a way to share their culture with 
international visitors. 

4. The impact of tourism on the Hawaiian natural environment is minimal compared to the 
cultural benefits it brings. 
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