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The American South has not been borne of simply geographic space. The region has also been a historical entity.

In large part, (1) the American South owes its creation to the seventeenth-century decision of Virginian tobacco

planters to import African-American slaves. The development of chattel slavery has shaped the history of the

American South, as have the tobacco, rice and cotton plantations on which slaves labored. After the American

Revolution, as Northern states gradually abandoned the use of unfree labor, the connection between slavery and

geography became more pronounced. The nation divided into "free states" and "slave states,”" with the latter being

used in lieu of the term "Southern states." Slavery did not completely define the South, but the South cannot be

defined without it.
The American Civil War also undeniably defined the South. The war created heroes, a mythology, a history, a

nationality, and a formal geographic entity. (2) Without doubt, the eleven Confederate states sealed their position

within the American South by virtue of their decisions to secede from the United States in 1861. Few can doubt the

"Southern-ness" of Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia. All contained sizable slave populations, and they all joined the Confederacy to protect

this economic and cultural interest. (3) The status of Maryland, Delaware, Kentucky, and Missouri as part of the

American South is ambiguous. These antebellum slaveholding states were marginalized within the American South
due to their loyalty to the Union during the Civil War.

Since the end of the war, the South has struggled with the issues that resulted from the history of slavery and
emancipation. Southern states have sizable black populations, underdeveloped industries, high poverty and
homicide rates, low suicide rates, and large rural populations. In addition, the region contains distinct dialects, foods,
1deas about education, and gender expectations. There are also regional distinctions in architecture, literature, music,
recreation, and religion. Because of this cultural definition, many African Americans consider themselves to be

Southerners, even as they reside in Chicago, New York City, or Los Angeles. They continue to eat Southern foods,

speak with a Southern accent, and call themselves Southerners. (4) In the twentieth century, the United States

census included West Virginia, Oklahoma, and the District of Columbia in its definition of the America South. The

logic of this inclusion was that each of these states embodied many of the cultural traits that have defined the modern

South. Thev had large African-American populations, they often followed the dictates of Jim Crow segregation, and

many of their residents self-consciously declared themselves to be Southerners.
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Gothic Romance

Wieland: Or, the Transformation— an American Tale
Absalom, Absalom!

Toni Morrison

the Empire Windrush

Angel in the House

Latitudinarian

the National Covenant (1638)

the Easter Rising

10. the Beveridge Report

21/ 2



