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(1) At birth, we are — each one of us — hurled into a social world we never ever made. We will

have absolutely no say about which country we are born into, who our parents and siblings may be, what
language we will initially speak, or what religion or education we will be given. We will have no say about

whether we are born in Afghanistan, Algeria, Australia, Argentina, or one of several hundred other countries
in the world. We will have no say whether we are born into villages, nations or families considered super-rich
or in abject poverty. We will have no say whether our initial family is Muslim, Christian, Buddhist, Jewish,
Hindu, or any one of several thousand other smaller religions found across the world. What is significant here
is that we are born into a world that pre-exists us and will continue after us. These days this world has become
a global, digital world.

(2) Yet we are ‘thrown into’ this everyday social world: one that was quite simply one we had no say

in making. This is the very world which sociologists study. Every day we confront social currents — ‘social
facts’ — which ‘come to each one of us from outside and ... sweep us along in spite of ourselves’. We look at

worlds we cannot wish away — worlds that await us and shape us. They are ‘social facts’ over and above us.

(1) Plummer, Ken, 2021, Sociology The Basics, Routledge, p.p.1-2.
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